KWANGSI

usual arcaded pavements, and several macadamised streets in
bad repair. I believe one local official had a motor car, but as
there was not more than a mile of road all told, and no roads
whatever leading to the country, this seemed to me to be a
monument either to somebody's vanity or to somebody else's
salesmanship.

Wuchow was what I might call a basic Treaty Port. It had
Tre'aty Port status : it had a Customs House with foreign Com-
missioner and Harbour Master : it had representatives of the
two oil companies, A.P.C. and " Socony ", and of our Company
(myself) : it had a Mission hospital and a billiard table, and
was visited regularly by British, occasionally by American, gun-
boats. It had even a tiny golf club, laid out in the days when
there were more foreigners, now gallantly maintained by a
membership of four. And that, as far as foreigners were con-
cerned, was the lot. When I first got there the two oil com-
panies were managed each by a married couple, with a bachelor
assistant'; the Commissioner of Customs and the Harbour
Master were both married, and as I enjoyed the hospitality of
the A.P.C. whenever I was in Wuchow, I had a pleasant,
domesticated refuge to fall back on after my arduous or tedious
travels.

I suppose Kwangsi has about the area of England and
Wales, and supports less than one-fifth of the population.
There is always a hill in sight in Kwangsi. I travelled by road,
the road-head being five miles up-river from Wuchow. The
surface was not so good as that of the Hunan roads, and the
vehicles were alarming.. Anyone who has charged a herd of
cattle in a 1927 Ford, with a Chinese driver and no brakes at
all, will know what I mean. We had as yet practically no
business in Kwangsi, so in that respect my first journeys were
depressing. The old capital, Nanning, is on the West river
about three hundred miles from Wuchow. I looked at all the
towns on the way, and found them remarkably empty and
" dead ", but Nanning itself was quite a flourishing city, with
good prospects. Entertained here by a Chinese merchant, I
made my first acquaintance with the Kwangsi solution of the
problem of Public Morals. There was a considerable reforma-
tory urge at work in China during the early 'thirties, expressed
sometimes in the New Life Movement's doctrines, sometimes in
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